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• Otters are abundant, because of good food availibility in rivers
• Estimate of 562 otters in the whole country
• Weight 8 – 13 kg
• Maximum age 15 – 16 years
• Mating in February – March
• Hunting allowed from 1 November – 28 February



Presence of otters in different 
regions of Albania

Area in ha



Threats in Albanian otter population
• Foreign hunters kill otters in 

collaboration with Albanian hunters
• Otters forage in fishponds which 

provide food for people in villages
• Damages in fishponds are reported
• Irridoviride-diseases have been 

reported which causes mortality in 
young otters

• Otter cubs are popular as pets
• Democratic changes have negative 

effect on population
• No good study yet on status of otter 

population and conflicts with 
fishermen

• There are no otters in Albanian 
zoos. Lack of education.



Legal protection in Albania

• Albanian law considers the otter like a 
protected animal

• The otter is hunted from 1 November - 28 
February

• ???? Hunters not informed ????



Future of otters in Albania

• No hunting of otters anymore
• A complete study on the status of the otter 
• Education towards hunters
• A detailed study on all threats for otters
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