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Germany is situated in
the middle of Europe
and in historical times
the otter occur in all
prts of the country.



Fischotter-Machweise
1990 bis 2004
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Tis picture shows the
recent distribution of
the otter population.
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Three surveys
documented the spread
of the otter population
in the northern parts of
Germany during the
last 15 years.

= Bundezamt 1987,

. Novembe rl

Abb.1T: [ Fuffervon 7 km um die p
Otter-Nachweise der drei niedersachsi-

schen Erhebungen 1991/92, 1999-2001
und 2007, die mit den Stichprobenorten
der Fischotterverbreitungserhebungen
2007 lubereinstimmen
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FFH-Gebieta in Deutachland
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Natura 2000 areas in
Germany.



<
5 @
(@)

2 >
°q
c

c 9
L o
Q o
o c
= o
>

m =<
=

5th — 10th Oct 2008

In Germany are a lot of
nature-conservation-

areas but most of them
are only the size of

some hectars.




NGOs working for otter protection in
Germany

. Aktion Fischotterschutz”

~ NABU"“

- BUND*

, Otter Wasser Mensch®
SArbeitskreis Fischotterschutz*
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HABITAT

Arbeitsberichte der
AKTION FISCHOTTERSCHUTZ e.V.

Fischotterschutz in Deutschland

Grundlagen fir einen nationalen Artenschutzplan
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The 14th edition of
“HABITAT”, released
2002, describes the
actual situation of the
otter protection in
Germany.
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Actual research
projects in the Otter-

~ cebtreare the optimal

diet for otters in
captivity, the
thermoregulation and
the improving of
corridores for otters
around the city of
Hamburg. A student is
starting to investigate
different methods of
iimmobilisation in
otters.
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There are no re-
introductions in
Germany and.
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Information Service for Otter Surveys

The Otter Centre hosts
the ,Information Service
for Otter Surveys
(ISOS)' — a GIS related
databank system for
storing and processing
distribution data of

ISeS |

Informations Service Otter Spuren
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Fischotter-Erhebung Deutschland

der ISOS Ehrenamtlichen 20002005 (- ' Hg By ' 5th — 10th Oct 2008

- Untersuchunygsyehiet -

More than 160 volunteers are helping to get
informations about the otter occurence in

Germany.

Stelle ganz b lers Wlgenden ehrenamBchen Hefe

Spurensucher 2000-2005

wnfer, Gerhand
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threat to otters.

The traffic is the main
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Anzahl O Sonstiges @ Reusen W Verkehr

200 Until the year 2000
there was a steady
increase in the
numbers of traffic
victims.

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
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The construction of
passages under
bridges can help to
reduce the number of
road victims.
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The use of stop grids

can prevent the otters

from drowning in fish
nets.
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Traps in form of fykes
for muskrats can be a
threat to otters. Itis
important that the
entrance does not allow
the otter to pass
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Otters feed on fish —
and can cause econo-
mic damage to fish
production facilities.
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Therefore fish pond
owners are not pleased
about otters and
solutions need to be
developed to reduce or
to avoid this conflict —
for instance by special
fences.

Such practice oriented
tests were carried out in
the Otter Centre.
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The otter disappeared
from many rivers when
they were canalised
completely in the 1960°‘s
and 1970‘s and by this
the intensity of
agricultural use and
waters maintenance
increased remarkably.
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Projects with the aim to
improve the habitat
guality for the otter can
help. Here an example
from the river Ise in the
northern part of
Germany.
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