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Felid Biology and
Conservation Conference
An international conference, WildCRU, Oxford University

17-21 September 2007
Organized by the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit of Oxford University 
in partnership with the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group

Second Circular – Call for Papers
This international meeting, sponsored by the Panthera Foundation, will take place at Oxford University and is concerned with all aspects of the study and conservation of members of the Family Felidae (Order Carnivora). The meeting will consist of a selection of plenary sessions, papers and posters focussing on the fundamental biology and practical conservation of the wild felids. 
One of several anticipated products of the meeting will be a book edited by David Macdonald and Andrew Loveridge on felid biology and conservation. This book will be a companion volume to the much acclaimed ‘Biology and Conservation of Wild Canids’ (Oxford University Press, 2004). In addition the meeting will provide a forum for the IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group (www.catsg.org) to evaluate and debate the next decade of priorities for felid conservation, revisiting the priorities of the IUCN /SSC Wild Cat Status Survey and Action Plan.
The organizing committee would like to invite all those with an interest in the Felidae. The conference is open to professionals, graduate students and conservationists. Plenary and poster sessions will cover aspects of felid systematics, evolution, biogeography, genetics, ecology, behaviour, physiology, management and conservation biology.

We already have secured the participation of many of the world’s leading authorities. The conference will therefore by an unparalleled for all those involved with felid conservation and biology.

The Event
The conference will be organised by the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU) at Oxford University (www.wildcru.org). The mission of the WildCRU is to undertake original research on aspects of fundamental biology relevant to solving practical problems of wildlife conservation and environmental management. The WildCRU has undertaken research on many felid species including puma, wildcat, Pallas’ cat, lion, leopard, tiger, cheetah, Andean cat and jaguar. 

The Felid Biology and Conservation conference will take place at the Oxford University Natural History Museum and in the Martin Wood Complex at the Physics Department, amidst the inspiring landscape of Oxford colleges and parks. 
The Organisers are also delighted to be able to invite all delegates to a Welcome Event on Monday 17th September at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History. Oxford University Museum of Natural History is a spectacular Grade 1 Listed building and one of the finest examples of neo-Gothic architecture. The museum houses Oxford University’s collection of zoological, entomological and geological collections, as well as the anthropology Pitts River Museum, much of which delegates will be able to view during the evening.

On Thursday 20th September a Gala Dinner is to be held at Keble College, one of the most striking of the Oxford Colleges and conveniently situated across the road from the Oxford University Natural History Museum.
Accommodation will be available at Lady Margaret Hall, an Oxford College closely associated with WildCRU. Set in 12 acres of stunning gardens on the banks of the river Cherwell, this college is only a 5 minute walk across the University Parks to the Conference venue at the OUMNH.

Scientific Committee
David Macdonald (WildCRU, Oxford University, UK) (Chairman)
Andrew Loveridge (WildCRU, Oxford University, UK)
Claudio Sillero (WildCRU, Oxford University, UK)
Christine Breitenmoser (IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group)

Urs Breitenmoser (IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group)

Warren Johnson (National Cancer Institute, USA)

Ullas Karanth (WCS, India)

Mauro Lucherini (Universidad Nacional del Sur, Argentina)
Gus Mills (National Parks Board, South Africa)

Tadeu G. de Oliviera (ProCarnivoros, Brazil)

Alan Rabinowitz (WCS, USA)

John Seidensticker (Smithsonian Institute, USA)
Contact
Dr Andrew Loveridge

Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, Tubney House, Abingdon Road, Tubney OX13 5QL

Tel: +44 (0)1865 393115 Fax: +44 (0)1865 393101 

Email: felid.conference@zoo.ox.ac.uk
Abstracts – DEADLINE 12th March 2007
Abstracts for talks and posters are now invited from all interested participants. Pre-registration has indicated an overwhelming interest in this conference by speakers from all over the globe. Unfortunately, due to the limitations of time and space, not all applicants will be able to give a presentation. 

The scientific committee will therefore select talks on the basis of the abstract submitted and applicants will be informed of the decision at the earliest possible opportunity. This is likely to be by the end of March.
The closing date for acceptance of abstracts is Friday 12th March 2007. Each abstract should be a maximum 200 words. Abstracts received after this date or exceeding 200 words in length will not be considered. Abstracts should be submitted by email to felid.conference@zoo.ox.ac.uk. Please use the following format to provide the information you would wish to see in the conference programme:
Email subject line: “Author Name - Talk/Poster” 
Presenting author name: 

Presenting author institution: 
Presenting author email address: 
Author 2 name: 

Author 2 institution:

Author 3 name:

Author 3 institution:

Author X name:

Author X institution:

[Talk/Poster] Title:

Key Words (max. 4):
Abstract (max. 200 words):

If you would like to give a presentation but electronic submission is not possible please contact the Organisers by telephone, fax or post using the contact details given above.

A Prize will be awarded for the best student and best overall poster at the conference.
Registration (available from 19th March 2007)
The conference registration fee covers 3 full days’ attendance and Welcome Event at the OUMNH. 
All delegates will be provided with a delegates pack. Tea and coffee will be provided at mid morning and mid afternoon however delegates are responsible for their own meals. Sandwiches will be available for purchase at the conference venue at lunchtimes. The conference venue is easy walking distance to the Oxford City Centre (5 minute’s walk) where a wide range of eating options is to be found. Delegates will be invited to indicate whether they wish to attend the Welcome Event on the registration form.
Registration Fees
Please note that registration is not available until 19th March 2007. We will not accept registrations or fees before this date. 
The last date for registration is 31st July 2007 however registration will close once the conference is fully subscribed. Judging by pre-registration numbers this conference is set to be very popular. We would urge you to register as early as possible after registration opens.
Early Registration (before 31st April 2007) - £120 (US $240)
Late Registration (after 31st April 2007) - £140 (US $ 280)
Student early registration (before 31st April 2007)- £70 (US $140)

Student late registration (after 31st April 2007) - £90 (US $180)
Delegates wishing to claim student fees should supply a letter from their institution or academic supervisor confirming their student status.
Further information on payment for registration will be made available in the conference website and in the next circular.
Gala Dinner Evening Event 
The Gala Dinner will be held on Thursday 20th September in the main dining hall of Keble College. The evening will include a wine and canapés reception, 3 course dinner with table wines and coffee at £42 per head. Delegates will be invited to indicate whether they wish to attend on the registration form. 
Accommodation (Bed and Breakfast)
The Organisers have been able to arrange a limited amount of accommodation in Lady Margaret Hall. 
Payment for accommodation in the colleges will be possible when registering.

Prices for Bed and Breakfast:
	
	Lady Margaret Hall

	Ensuite room
	£48

	Room with hand basin
	£40

	Room without hand basin
	£36


Alternatively if you would prefer to make your own arrangements in Oxford please contact the Oxford Tourist Information Centre:

http://www.oxford.gov.uk/tourism/accommodation-search.cfm 
or by telephone on +44 (0) 1865 726871

The conference is based in the centre of Oxford at the University Science Area. There is good public transport and access from most areas of Oxford.
Carbon footprint
The Organisers are committed to offsetting the CO2 emissions from this event with the Oxford based organisation Climate Care. Calculations of emissions are based on estimates of the distances travelled by each delegate, as well as the energy uses of the accommodation and venue for the duration of the event.
Climate Care is a service that helps you to repair the damage your activities do to the climate. It does this by ‘offsetting’ the greenhouse gas emissions, such as CO2, from your activities by reducing an equivalent amount of CO2 on your behalf.  These reductions are made through a range of projects in renewable energy and energy efficiency, which not only fight climate change but bring benefits to communities round the world.  You can offset emissions from flying, driving and household energy use.  To find out more visit www.climatecare.org.

To offset the CO2 emissions from the Felid Biology and Conservation Conference, we would like to ask all delegates to specify their routes and mode of transport from door to door, when they complete the registration form. This will allow us to improve the accuracy of calculations and payment can then be made to Climate Care in order to reduce carbon emissions elsewhere.

Any delegate wishing to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of offsetting emissions is gratefully invited to do so. This will be possible when registering. Preliminary estimates of carbon emissions have been calculated and suggest that offsetting for national delegates will be about £2, for European delegates £5 and for wider international delegates £20. With many delegates coming from a variety of locations please feel free to adjust these figures as your budget allows. 
Travel Grants and Discounts
There will be a limited number of full or subsidised travel grants, accommodation and registration fee discounts available to delegates from developing countries. These are limited in number and will only be given in cases of genuine need. If you think you might be eligible for a travel grant and/or conference discount please complete and submit the additional application form given below by 12th March. Applicants will be informed of the decision as soon as possible to allow registration.
Travel Grant Application

Name:

Institution/s:

Country :

Country in which research is based (if it differs from above):

Research interest:

Species/group studied:

Current position:

Role (please attach a current CV to email):

Please give details of a Referee (preferably from your home institution) the organisers can contact to confirm your status 
	Name:
	

	Position:
	

	Institution:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Country:
	

	Tel:
	

	Email:
	


