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The distribution of large carnivores in the Alps
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The distribution of large carnivores in the Alps

Points of Lynx reintroduction
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The distribution of large carnivores in the Alps
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decreasing
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Lynx

• Project SCALP
Status and Conservation of theAlpine Lynx Population
(Cooperation between A, CH, D, F, FL, It, Slo) 

Network of Experts

Achievements:

PACS (Pan-Alpine Conservation Strategy for the Lynx) 

SCALP-Criteria for monitoring
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Wolf
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The distribution of large carnivores in the Alps
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Wolf

• Spreading wolf population for the last 25 years
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Wolf

• „Accordo lupo“
(Collaboration between Italy, France and Switzerland)

Permanent committee
Technical groups
Wolf Alpine Group (WAG)

Shared population

Monitoring/ maps on population level
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Bear
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The distribution of large carnivores in the Alps
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Bear

• International Bear Workshops since 2006

Achievements:

Management plans for each country (Austria 1988/2002, Italy
1999/2008, Switzerland 2006, Bavaria 2007)

Standardised bear-typology (Chur 2006) 

Preamble of Liechtenstein (2007)
o „The brown bear is part of the Alpine natural heritage“, „the Alpine 

countries welcome its recovery“
o „All Alpine countries will share one large population that they need

to manage under a common view and a transboundary concept“
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Monitoring Standardised terms/ definitions

Information exchange Shared criteria
Accordo
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Large carnivores in the Alps

• Future…

Political mandate for bear conservation

Alpine convention?



17Conservation of large carnivores in the Alps
R. Schnidrig

International projects

• LIFE projects
E.g. LIFE COEX - Improving Coexistence of Large Carnivores
and Agriculture in Southern Europe
(Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Croatia)

• Interreg projects
Colonisation of the Alps by the wolf
(Italy, France)

Predator prey interactions
(France, Switzerland)
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LCIE Guidelines

• Support of Alpine conservation strategies by LCIE 
Guidelines

Population approach
Taking into account the social economic dimension
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