
The Council of Europe

• The oldest European intergovernmental 
Organisation

founded in 1949 with 10 member States
47 member States in 2008, from Iceland to the Russian 
Federation, from Portugal to Turkey and the three Caucasus 
States

• Aims

Ensure the respect for human rights on the European continent
Develop democratic stability in Europe
Respond to the large challenges of today’s European society
Promote the cultural identity common to European countries as 
well as the rights of minorities



The Council of Europe's 
Member States

Member States

Luxembourg (05.05.1949)
Malta (29.04.1965)
Moldova (13.07.1995)
Monaco (05.10.2004)
Montenegro (11.05.2007)
Nehterlands (05.05.1949)
Norway (05.05.1949)
Poland (26.11.1991)
Portugal (22.09.1976)
Romania (07.10.1993)
Russian Federation (28.02.1996)
San Marino (16.11.1988)
Serbia [*] (03.04.2003)
Slovakia (30.06.1993)
Slovenia (14.05.1993)
Spain (24.11.1977)
Sweden (05.05.1949)
Switzerland (06.05.1963)
“The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia”(09.11.1995)
Turkey (09.08.1949)
Ukraine (09.11.1995)
United Kingdom (05.05.1949)

47 MEMBER STATES

Albania (13.07.1995)
Andorra (10.11.1994)
Armenia (25.01.2001)
Austria (16.04.1956)
Azerbaijan (25.01.2001)
Belgium (05.05.1949)
Bosnia and
Herzegovina (24.04.2002)
Bulgaria (07.05.1992)
Croatia (06.11.1996)
Cyprus (24.05.1961)
Czech Republic (30.06.1993)
Denmark (05.05.1949)
Estonia (14.05.1993)
Finland (05.05.1989)
France (05.05.1949)
Georgia (27.04.1999)
Germany (13.07.1950)
Greece (09.08.1949)
Hungary (06.11.1990)
Iceland (07.03.1950)
Ireland (05.05.1949)
Italy (05.05.1949)
Latvia (10.02.1995)
Liechtenstein (23.11.1978)
Lithuania (14.05.1993)



Nature 
conservation

The Council of Europe has been concerned with 
environment and nature conservation for 45 years.
Its activities include scientific aspects, regional 
planning and sustainable development programmes.

These activities take place:
– at parliamentary level, 
– at intergovernmental level,
– at local and regional authorities level,
– in the framework of specific programmes for the countries 

of Eastern Europe.

Since Johannesburg, sustainable development is 
integrated into the activities.



Council of Europe has signed 
co-operation agreements with:

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

World Conservation Union (IUCN)

European Environmental Agency (EEA)



Bern Convention
• Signed in September 1979, entered into force 

on 1st June 1982

• 47 Contracting Parties
(42 member States of the Council of Europe + Burkina Faso,  Morocco, 
Senegal, Tunisia and European Community)

• It is a legal instrument for protection of strictly 
protected species of flora and fauna, and protected 
species of fauna

• Mechanism: Standing Committee meets once a year 
(implementation of Convention, files, etc.)

• Secretariat ensured by the Council of Europe



• Bern Convention on the conservation of European wildlife and 
natural habitats deals with presumed violations

• Group of experts on large carnivores (in coop with LCIE)
• Group of experts on Invasive Alien Species
• Group on experts on Adaptation of Biodiversity to Climate 

Change
Three networks in the service of nature in Europe:

– Pan-European Ecological Network
– Emerald Network
– European Diploma for protected areas

• European Landscape Convention

The Bern Convention protects       
species and habitats

Activities implemented 



First reports and seminars on LC

1988 seminar and recommendation       
on brown bear



Report, and recommendation on 
wolf 1989



Report, rec. and seminar on Eur. Lynx 1990

















Convention on the Conservation
of European Wildlife and Natural 
Habitats
Standing Committee

Recommendation No. 115 (2005) of the 
Standing Committee, on the 
conservation and management of 
transboundary populations of large 
carnivores



33 populations of LC (in part 
of Europe, Caucasus and 
Turkey missing)

29 transboundary

23 shared with non-EU states



8 transboundary
8 with non-EU



11 transboundary
8 with non-EU
(98,6 % total popul)





8 transboundary
6 with non- EU
(83 % of total popul)



The Emerald Network



Emerald Network in Croatia



Thanks for your attention


